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 The outcomes in three Lok Sabha constituencies, one in Punjab and two in Uttar Pradesh, make 

significant political points, unusual for such routine bypolls. AAP faced a major setback in Punjab as it 

lost its bastion Sangrur, which was vacated by Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann who had won it in 2014 

and 2019. The party’s Assembly victory in Punjab was seen as validation of its national ambitions, but 

Sunday’s setback must serve as a reality check. If anything, AAP’s performance in Punjab in the last 

three months, far from proving its capacity to be a national party, has only raised several questions. As it 

turned out, the Opposition — the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), SAD (Amritsar), the Congress and the BJP — 

all fighting separately, made the point on the gap between AAP’s promise and delivery; and between its 

claims and capacity. In Punjab, a State with its finances in a shambles and its bureaucracy and the police 

a law unto themselves, the inexperienced band of activists that came to power is caught in a bind. Mr. 

Mann also faces the charge of being remote-controlled from Delhi by party chief Arvind Kejriwal. The 

winner, Simranjit Singh Mann of the SAD (Amritsar), made Sangrur as significant as the loser did. He is a 

vociferous supporter of Khalistan and an ardent follower of Bhindranwale, who spearheaded the violent, 

terrorist separatism of the 1980s. His victory, and the complete emaciation of the Congress, the SAD and 

the BJP, signals the dangerous crossroads Punjab is at. 

In U.P., the BJP’s victories in Rampur and Azamgarh prove the continuing potency of the party in 

the heartland. Azamgarh was vacated by SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, who chose to retain the Assembly seat 

that he won while the party lost a second consecutive time. Rampur was vacated by senior party leader 

Azam Khan, who will retain his Assembly seat. That such strongholds have slipped out of its hands is 

further proof that the SP’s hopes of a return in U.P. may be unrealistic, and its style, character and 

personnel are unacceptable to large sections of the voters. While the U.P. results make the BJP’s 

position unassailable, they also open new possibilities in the Opposition space as the SP’s slide 

continues. In the Atmakur Assembly segment in Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister Jagan Mohan Reddy’s 

YSRCP scored an impressive victory, while a victory each in Tripura and Jharkhand made the day for the 

Congress. The CPI(M) continued to sink in Tripura, its former stronghold. In Delhi, AAP retained the 

Rajinder Nagar Assembly seat, but that is little solace for the party that lost its representation in the Lok 

Sabha entirely. Overall, the bypoll outcomes underscore the continuing dominance of the BJP, and the 

continuing inability of the Opposition to rise to the challenge. 

 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

short-term, transitional. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 insurmountable (adjective) – unconquerable, 

unassailable, unbeatable, unstoppable, 

overwhelming, hopeless, impossible; no way to 

overcome/defeat. 

 seemingly (adverb) – obviously, palpably, 

apparently, evidently, supposedly, allegedly, 

professedly, purportedly, on the face of it. 

 fragmented (adjective) – divided, splintered, 

split, separated, disintegrated. 

 outcome (noun) – result, consequence, effect. 

 make a point of (phrase) – put emphasis on. 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 

 bastion (noun) – fort, fortress, stronghold, 

bulwark, mainstay, support. 

 validation (noun) – acceptance, recognition, 

endorsement, confirmation, evidence. 

 reality check (noun) – something which helps 

us to see a situation with the real facts than 

ideas, concepts, hopes & etc. 

 if anything (phrase) – on the contrary even. 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all; nowhere 

near, a long way from. 

 turn out (phrasal verb) – happen, occur, come 

about, transpire, emerge. 

 shambles (noun) – a complete mess, 

disorder/disarray, disorganization. 

 be a law unto oneself (phrase) – do what you 

want unconventionally or act/behave 

independently by ignoring laws or rules. 

 activist (adjective) – a person who supports a 

political change or cause; (or societal 

change/cause). 
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 band (noun) – group, gang, team, unit. 

 in a bind (phrase) – in a difficult situation. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment, 

 remote-controlled (adjective) – controlled 

from a distance. 

 vociferous (adjective) – vehement, vocal, 

forthright, vigorous, outspoken, full-throated, 

insistent. 

 Khalistan (noun) – Khalistan movement (a Sikh 

separatist movement) seeking to create a 

homeland for Sikhs by establishing a sovereign 

state, called Khālistān (‘Land of the Khalsa’), in 

the Punjab region. 

 ardent (adjective) – passionate, avid, 

impassioned, fervent. 

 spearhead (verb) – lead (a movement); be in 

the forefront of, be in the vanguard of. 

 separatism (noun) – dissension, 

nonconformity, dissent/faction. 

 emaciation (noun) – weakness, fragility, 

delicacy, strengthlessness, faultiness. 

 crossroads (noun) – critical point, decisive 

point, turning point. 

 potency (noun) – efficacy, power, vigour, 

strength, might, influence, dominance. 

 heartland (noun) – the most important part of 

a field of activity; the central part of 

something. 

 stronghold (noun) – fortress, fort, bastion, 

bulwark, mainstay, support. 

 slip out of something (phrase) – to become 

removed from something (easily/quickly). 

 unrealistic (adjective) – impractical, unfeasible, 

impossible, unworkable. 

 character (noun) – attributes, features, 

qualities, traits; individuality, identity, stature, 

position, image, credibility. 

 personnel (noun) – people, workforce. 

 unassailable (adjective) – unconquerable, 

incontestable, well fortified, safe and sound, 

indisputable, undeniable, unquestionable; 

beyond question/doubt, conclusive. 

 slide (noun) – fall, decline, slump, tumble, 

downturn, deterioration. 

 score (verb) – get, gain, win. 

 make the day (phrase) – to make someone 

feel very happy. 

 sink (verb) – fall, descend, go down, disappear, 

vanish. 

 solace (noun) – comfort, consolation, support. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 rise to the challenge (phrase) -to show that 

you are capable of dealing with a difficult 

situation successfully, particularly by 

performing better than usual. 

************************************************************************************ 

 

Wimbledon is a tournament apart. It is delightfully anachronistic in that it is played on pristine 

grass courts, a throwback to the era when the sport was still called ‘lawn tennis’. Star players, who 

otherwise resemble walking billboards, are required to be reticent and don spotless white attire, 

resonating with the tournament’s strict policy of keeping the site relatively free of commercial 

sponsorships. Until 2021, the tournament even had a ‘Middle Sunday’ holiday, an out-of-place idea in 

the era of mega television deals and ambush marketing. And such is the event’s magnetic pull that even 

the biggest crisis to hit tennis in recent times — of Wimbledon barring Russian and Belarusian players 

against the backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine war and the ATP and WTA retaliating by removing ranking 

points — did not turn into a smoky inferno. Rafael Nadal, who three weeks ago won his 14th French 

Open and a record-extending 22nd Grand Slam title literally on one leg, is set to feature after 

undergoing radiofrequency treatment. Seven-time singles champion Serena Williams has come out of a 

year-long semi-retirement. Roger Federer’s grass-court majesty will be missed — for the first time since 

1998 — but such is sport’s uncanny knack to replenish itself that there will be enough verdant pomp and 

splendour as the iconic Centre Court celebrates its centenary year. 

Nadal and three-time defending champion Novak Djokovic will be the biggest men’s drawcards, 

along with eighth seed Matteo Berrettini who is seemingly back to his best after recovering from a hand 
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injury. The absence of the top-two ranked men in Daniil Medvedev (barred) and Alexander Zverev 

(injured) is unfortunate, but the farthest they had progressed at SW19 was the fourth round. Nadal, who 

is halfway towards an improbable Grand Slam (winning all four Majors in a single year), can be a handful 

if he survives the first week when the grass is still lush and the bounce low and skiddy. Djokovic will be 

desperate to add to his 20 Slam titles and avoid the rare scenario where he would not be the reigning 

champion at any of the four Majors. Berrettini comes in with a grass-court win-loss record of 20-1 since 

Wimbledon 2019, including two titles at Queen’s Club, one at Stuttgart and a final at Wimbledon 2021. 

Among women, after the retirement of defending champion Ash Barty, Iga Swiatek has established 

herself as the numero uno. Grass is admittedly the Pole’s weaker surface and there is a closely bunched 

group with established credentials comprising Serena, Petra Kvitova, Garbine Muguruza, Simona Halep 

and Angelique Kerber. But Swiatek’s splendid recent form — six titles including Roland-Garros and 35 

consecutive match-wins on hard and clay — means she will not be short on confidence even without the 

specific skillsets demanded by grass courts. 

 

 green (noun) – lawn, grass. 

 as always (phrase) – as usual. 

 (be) shorn of (phrasal verb) – to have 

something important removed from you. 

 short of (phrase) – less than. 

 apart (adverb) – by itself. 

 delightfully (adverb) – charmingly, very 

pleasantly, captivatingly, engagingly. 

 anachronistic (adjective) – antiquated, archaic, 

antique, ancient; outdated, out of date, 

outmoded, old-fashioned. 

 pristine (adjective) – pure, spotless, clean and 

fresh. 

 throwback (noun) – something (behaviour, 

beliefs, etc.) that reminds you of the way they 

were a long time ago; something that makes 

you think about an earlier period of time; 

reversal, return, revert, reversion.  

 era (noun) – time, period, epoch. 

 resemble (verb) – look like, be similar to, be 

like. 

 reticent (adjective) – reserved, introverted, 

restrained, uncommunicative/close-lipped. 

 don (verb) – put on, get dressed in, dress in, 

get into, change into (a particular clothing). 

 attire (noun) – clothes, clothing, garments, 

dress. 

 resonate (verb) – resound, reverberate; evoke 

some feelings/emotions. 

 relatively (adverb) – to a certain degree, to a 

certain extent, partly, partially, in some 

measure, comparatively, moderately, a little, 

somewhat. 

 out-of-place (adjective) – inappropriate, 

incorrect, unsuitable, unbecoming. 

 ambush marketing (noun) – a strategy that 

involves a rival brand/company trying to 

associate their products or services with a big 

event that already has official companies-

sponsors. 

 magnetic (adjective) – alluring, attractive, 

fascinating, captivating. 

 pull (noun) – attraction, lure,  enticement, 

drawing power, magnetism, influence, 

temptation, fascination, appeal. 

 hit (verb) – affect badly. 

 bar (verb) – prohibit, debar, preclude, forbid, 

ban, block, prevent. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP) 

(noun) – a global governing body of men’s 

professional tennis. 

 Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) (noun) – a 

global governing body of women’s professional 

tennis. 

 retaliate (verb) – hit back, respond, react, 

reply, reciprocate. 

 turn into (phrasal verb) – be 

transformed/changed into. 

 inferno (noun) – a very intense fire; blaze, 

conflagration, firestorm. 

 literally (adverb) – exactly. 

 set to (adjective) – ready, prepared, organized, 

equipped. 

 feature (verb) – appear, participate. 
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 undergo (verb) – go through, experience, 

receive, be subjected to. 

 radiofrequency (RF) treatment (noun) – a non-

invasive or minimally invasive 

procedure/technique to apply radio waves to 

skin that shrinks the size of tumors, nodules, 

swellings or other growths in the body.  

 majesty (noun) – glory, impressiveness, 

royalness, nobleness, magnificence, grandeur, 

grandness; supremacy, dominion. 

 uncanny (adjective) – mysterious, strange, 

unnatural, abnormal, weird, bizarre. 

 knack (noun) – skill, expertise, adeptness, 

mastery. 

 replenish (verb) – refill, restore, fill up (again). 

 verdant (adjective) – green, leafy, grassy, 

grass-covered. 

 pomp (noun) – display, spectacle, ceremony. 

 splendour (noun) – magnificence, grandeur, 

impressiveness; magnificent quality. 

 iconic (adjective) – exemplary, historic, 

classical. 

 Centre Court (noun) – the main tennis court at 

The Championships, Wimbledon. It is regarded 

the world’s most famous tennis court. 

 centenary (adjective) – relating to a hundredth 

anniversary. 

 defending (adjective) – reigning, current. 

 drawcard (noun) – attraction. 

 seemingly (adverb) – obviously, palpably, 

apparently, evidently, supposedly, allegedly, 

professedly, purportedly, on the face of it. 

 the farthest (noun)  – a (great) distance; (in 

this context, it is the number of rounds from 

(first round to final) comprised in a particular 

competition). 

 SW19 (noun) – the tag (nickname) of 

Wimbledon Championships; SW19 is the 

postcode district in South West London 

incorporating the areas of Wimbledon and 

other two places. Wimbledon is an area of 

urban south west London and SW19 is the 

geographic postcode for the All England Club. 

 halfway (adjective) – midway, in the middle, at 

the mid point. 

 improbable (adjective) – unimaginable, 

unbelievable, incredible. 

 Grand Slam (noun) – it is also referred to as 

majors, are the world’s four most important 

annual tennis events. The Grand Slam consists 

of the Australian Open in Melbourne, French 

Open in Paris, Wimbledon in London, and the 

U.S Open in New York. 

 Golden Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) the 

attainment of a player winning all four Grand 

Slams and an Olympic Gold in a single calendar 

year. 

 Calendar Grand Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) a 

calendar Grand Slam is achieved when a player 

wins four consecutive Grand Slam events in 

the same calendar year. 

 handful (noun) – a very tough/difficult person 

to deal with or compete with. 

 lush (adjective) – (of grass) rich, abundant, 

flourishing. 

 skiddy (adjective) – likely to cause slipping. 

 desperate (adjective) – in great need of, 

urgently requiring, craving, in want of, lacking, 

wanting. 

 add to (phrasal verb) – increase. 

 scenario (noun) – situation, backdrop, context. 

 reigning (adjective) – defending, current. 

 come in (phrasal verb) – Join, enter, get 

involved in. 

 establish (verb) –  achieve, attain, reach.  

 numero uno (noun) – Italian, literally ‘number 

one’. 
 admittedly (adverb) – actually, truly, verily, 

indeed. 

 Pole (noun) – A native of Poland. 

 bunched (adjective) – bundled, clustered, 

arranged. 

 established (adjective) – well known, 

recognized, acclaimed, esteemed, 

acknowledged. 

 credentials (noun) – identities, qualities; 

achievement, experience, knowledge. 

 splendid (adjective) –  very impressive, 

magnificent, superb, spectacular. 

 short (on) (adjective) – lacking, in need of, 

missing, deficient in.  
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